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SUMMARY

The main goal of this project is to summarize and expand knowledge about the economic effects that
seaports create on regional economies while simultaneously introducing the concepts of sustainable
development and investment in research and development (R&D). Seaports are important participants
in world economies since much of the world’s trade takes place by sea. Through their operations, they
create a number of impacts on regional economies, such as an increase in gross domestic product, the
creation of new jobs, a reduction in transport costs, and the creation of other accompanying activities
that indirectly create positive economic effects. However, seaports can also create certain negative
impacts that are mostly associated with air, water, and soil pollution and the creation of noise in the
environment. Therefore, this research introduces the concept of sustainable development, connects
it to the operations of seaports, and explores the ways in which seaports can take care of the economic,
social, and environmental components of their regional economies. Furthermore, the project is going
to analyze the importance of investing in R&D and the implementation of new technologies for the
operations of seaports as well as for regional economies. The implementation of new technologies in
seaports’ operations will be linked to the concept of sustainable development, in order to define the
extent to which new technologies can contribute to improving care for the economic, social, and
environmental segments. Investment in R&D and the implementation of new technologies in seaports
affect business performance, reduce costs, and create the conditions for maintaining a competitive
position in the market, thus affecting the economy as a whole. Furthermore, the implementation of
new technologies can reduce the negative effects on the environment, which is related to the
environmental aspect of sustainable development, while at the same time improving the quality of life
for citizens, which is related to the social aspect of sustainable development.
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